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‘MAKE BRISLINGTON SPECIAL’ 
WAS A COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 
EVENT UNDERTAKEN DURING THE 
MAKE SUNDAY SPECIAL EVENT 
‘BRIZZLEWOOD’ IN SEPTEMBER 
2016.  IT  WAS DONE BY LOCAL 
PRACTICE BAREFOOT ARCHITECTS 
AS VOLUNTARY WORK WITHOUT 
ANY AGENDA OR AFFILIATION.

WE SPOKE WITH OVER 400 LOCAL 
PEOPLE AND HERE ARE THE 
RESPONSES GATHERED.  THANK 
YOU FOR TALKING TO US! 

SAM GOSS
director,  barefoot  archi tects     



BRIZZLEWOOD : A COMMUNITY EVENT
This report compiles comments and ideas from local people about Brislington, collected at 
‘Brizzlewood’; a community event on Hollywood Road in September 2016 which was part of the 
Make Sunday Special series supported by Bristol City Council.  Local people were asked what they 
like and dislike about the area, and what ideas they have for its future.  We hope that the information 
collated will instigate and inform debate about the future of Brislington and provide inspiration for 
the community and the council to initiate positive change in the area.

This report was put together by Barefoot Architects, a local practice offering contemporary design 
that is forward thinking, and socially & environmentally aware. We set up Barefoot Architects to 
influence the industry and empower individuals and communities to build a better future.  We are 
based at the Paintworks, and Sam lives here in Brislington.  We wanted to get to know our community 
better, meet people and hear their stories, and find out what makes Brislington special, and how it 
could be better still!  We have undertaken this work for free, because we care about our community, 
and because we want to help to try and make a brighter future for the area. 

The four boards used for the event

architects

w h o  a r e  w e ?
W e  a r e  a  l o c a l  p r a c t i c e  b a s e d  a t  t h e  P a i n t w o r k s ,  a n d 
S a m  l i v e s  h e r e  i n  B r i z .  We offer  contemporary design that  is 
forward thinking,  and social ly  & environmental ly  aware.  We set 
up Barefoot  Archi tects  to  inf luence the industry  and empower 
indiv iduals and communit ies to  bui ld  a  bet ter  future.   

W e  w a n t e d  t o  g e t  t o  k n o w  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  b e t t e r ,  m e e t 
p e o p l e  a n d  h e a r  t h e i r  s t o r i e s .  W e  w a n t  t o  k n o w  w h a t 
m a k e s  B r i z  B r i z ?  W h a t  g i v e s  i t  i t ’ s  c h a r a c t e r ;  w h e r e  a r e 
t h e  g o o d  b i t s ,  a n d  t h e  b a d !  W e  w a n t  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h a t 
m a k e s  i t  s p e c i a l ,  a n d  h o w  i t  c o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  s t i l l . . . . . !  

W e ’ r e  a s k i n g  y o u  q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d  w a n t  a s  m a n y  i d e a s 
a n d  o p i n i o n s  a s  p o s s i b l e  a b o u t  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  W e ’ r e 
d o i n g  i t  f o r  f r e e ,  b e c a u s e  w e  c a r e ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  w e  w a n t 
t o  h e l p  t o  t r y  a n d  m a k e  a  b r i g h t e r  f u t u r e  f o r  t h e  a r e a . 
A n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  w e  g a t h e r  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  b a c k  t o  t h e 
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  i n f o r m  t h e  c o u n c i l  o f  w h a t 
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  a r e a  w a n t  a n d  n e e d .     

Yo u  c a n  h e l p  b y  p i n n i n g  y o u r  i d e a s  a n d  s t o r i e s  o n  e a c h  o f 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m a p s  o f  y o u r  f a v o u r i t e  t h i n g s  a n d  p l a c e s , 
y o u r  p e t  h a t e s ,  a n d  y o u r  m o s t  a m b i t i o u s  a n d  b r i l l i a n t 
i d e a s  f o r  t h i n g s  y o u ’ d  l i k e  t o  s e e  h a p p e n  h e r e !  T h i n k 
b i g .  T h i n k  b o l d .  T h i n k  B r i s l i n g t o n .   

w h y  a r e  w e  h e r e ?

w h a t  a r e  w e  d o i n g ?

w h a t  c a n  y o u  d o ?

w h a t  w o u l d  m a k e  y o u  s a y 
Y E S  I N  M Y  B A C K  YA R D

W h a t  m a k e s  B r i s l i n g t o n  s p e c i a l ?

M a k e  B r i s l i n g t o n  S p e c i a l

Te l l  u s  y o u r  f a v o u r i t e  p l a c e  /  t h i n g
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THE GOOD, THE BAD, & THE FUTURE
We set up  a stall at Brizzlewood: Make Sunday Special’, a community event on Hollywood Road 
in Brislington, and asked local people to tell us about their neighbourhood.  We wanted to find out 
where the good bits are, and the bad, and what ideas local people had for Brislington’s future.  We 
spoke to hundreds of people, and asked them to pin their ideas and stories onto maps of the area, 
and endorse other people’s ideas by adding stickers to their comments.



3 QUESTIONS :  LOTS OF ANSWERS
The photos below show the boards with comments and ideas pinned on.  We’ve taken each of the tags and added them to a database, 
and then grouped similar comments together to get an idea of the biggest issues and most popular ideas.  We have displayed each 
key idea on a tag on the following pages, and listed the various comments we received relating to that idea.  The numbers next to each 
tag represent the number of people who suggested or supported the idea.

What DOES make Brislington special? What DOESN’T make Brislington special? What could make Brislington MORE special?
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N i g h t i n g a l e  V a l l e y

A nice free place to walk, such a fantastic local 

place to visit, we are lucky. lovely place to trainspot 

too, you cannot hear traffic, just the birds, I like the 

squirrels, open green space, seeing children playing 

by the stream, community, family space, its lovely to 

take a little stroll, we love the Nightingale / Victory 

Park loop for a nice walk, we enjoy bike rides in the 

woods, seeing the seasons change,

14

V i c t o r y  P a r k
Safe for young children, great 
walks on our doorstep, such a 
great nature resource.

5

4

2

2

S t  A n n e ’s  P a r k

We love St Anne’s Park, we can walk 

our cat, using the local woods to walk 

to school with my daughter

P a r k s  a n d 

W o o d s
I like all the parks, lots of 

local parks and woods

C o m m u n i t y

Great community atmosphere, 

lots of young families, the sense 

of community and all the lovely 

local residents, the “village” feel

E a s t w o o d
F a r m
N a t u r e
R e s e r v e 2

2

1

1

4

1

1

B r i s l i n g t o n 
C r i c k e t  C l u b

H o l y m e a d 

P r i m
a r y 

S c h o o l

C a r m e l S c h o o l

C h a r i t y 
S h o p s

B o c a b a r

Ta r r ’s I c e c r e a m
1

1

2

2

1

1 C r i s p i e s

B e e s e ’s

N o a h ’s  A r k
P l a y  C e n t r e

S t  A n n e ’s

K i t c h e n

S t  A n n e ’sC o m m u n i t y  C a f eThe cafe on Wednesday mornings is a great community resource

A r n o s  P a r k
Walking dogs in Arnos Park, 
I like the view, we love!! 

What  DOES Make Brisl ington Special?
We asked people what they like best about Brislington, and these are the responses we received.  The green spaces, including 
parks and semi-wild spaces, in particular Arnos Park and Nightingale Valley, are clearly highly valued by residents.  The community 
atmosphere, and independent cafes were also mentioned.
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R a t  r u n n i n g ,  h i g h 

t r a f f i c  s p e e d s  o n 

R u g b y  R d ,  M a l v e r n 

R d ,  R o s s a l l  R d

by vehicles skipping the northbound 

queue on Sandy Park

B r i s l i n g t o n  v i l l a g e  c u t 
i n  h a l f  b y  w i d e n e d  A 4
Old buildings and shops now gone -
co-op, post office, methodist church, smiths 
crisps, cocacola, top dog, robinson’s jam

L i t t e rEspecially on Sandy Park Road

T h e  P a r k  a n d 
R i d e  j u n c t i o n 

causes the traffic chaos in 

Brislington

C o n c e r n s 

a b o u t  W i c k 

H o u s e

C o n c r e t e  J u n g l e
Brislington Hill - the shops look 
run down and dirty

S i r e n s , 

t r a f f i c
N o t  m u c h  g o i n g  o n 

i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y

D i f f i c u l t y  g e t t i n g 

a p p o i n t m e n t  a t 

d o c t o r s  s u r g e r i e s
To o  m a n y  n e w 

f l a t s  w i t h 
n o  p a r k i n g 

p r o v i s i o n
putting pressure on existing 

roads / residents

What  DOESN’T Make Brisl ington Special?

Tr a f f i c  C a l m i n g 

o n  N e w b r i d g e  R d 

/ W i c k  R d

Lot’s of near m
isses!

D o g  p o o  a n d  l a c k 

o f  d o g  w a r d e n s

Dog fouling, lazy dog owners giving 

responsible owners a bad name. dog poo 

alley, w
hay don’t people clean up after th

eir 

dogs?  We need more dog wardens, the law 

neeeds to be enforced

Problems with traffic and the impact of cars, particularly along the Bath Road, were the main concerns from the residents we spoke to.  
The appearance of Brislington, from litter, dog poo and the run-down appearence of some buildings were also big issues.
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C o n g e s t i o n  o n 

t h e  B a t h  R o a d
Really busy road, traffic



25

N e w  r o a d a l o n g  o l d t r a m w a y

M o r e 

n a t u r e 

t r a i l s
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W a t e r  p l a y

at Nightingale Valley please (it a
lready 

has water), c
lim

bing over th
e brook, a 

beach, sand and the sea, water play

C o m m u n i t y  S p a c e 

a n d  A c t i v i t i e s

Community centre for all, places 

and activities for people to get to 

know each other (neighbours), 

integrated community activities, 

intergenerational and inclusive 

across different “communities”-

St Anne’s, Broomhill, Wick Rd 

R e s t a u r a n t sA restaurant / more reason to visit Sandy Park in the evening, a nice friendly local pub/restaurant on Sandy Park, restaurants

F r u i t / v e g 

s h o p
Local fruit / veg 

shop, healthy food shop / 

market, a grocers / deli, grocers, 

good fruit and veg shop 

L o c a l  s h o p s

More local shops in the area, 

more shops, local fruit / veg 

shop, more shops on Sandy 

Park Rd,

M a r k e t Portable 

farmers market, different 

neighbourhoods on different 

days, the old tram depot would 

be a brilliant outdoor place

L i t t e r 

b i n s

K e e p  t h e 

L i b r a r y  o p e n

Perfect location for the 

whole area!

S a f e  c y c l i n g 

a r e a  f o r 

c h i l d r e n

D e v e l o p m e n t  o f r e d u n d a n t  b u i l d i n g 
o p p o s i t e  A r n o s P a r k  Into cafe, toilets etc, a 

community space for arts, local 
businesses (bit like the canteen)

E m p t y b u i l d i n g s b r o u g h t b a c k  i n t o u s e , such a waste!

A farm set up 

on Brislington 

Meadows
N e w  c h i l d r e n ’s  p a r k 

o n  E a s t w o o d  R d

...or update the park already there!

S w i m m i n g 

p o o l

Sports 

centre

M e n ’s 
r u n n i n g 

c l u b
F o r e s t  p l a y

climbing in tre
es and 

over th
e brook

Swings

Picnic 

tables

T h e a t r e
Integrated theatre, theatre 

for all in room above the 

Sandringham, a theatre

C i n e m a  small 

children’s cinema, could be 

used as a play area. Get local 

churches to open weekday 

cinema clubsA  p u b  f o r  a l l  o n S a n d y  P a r k  R o a dA micropub on Sandy Park would be a great addition 
to the road, get rid of the Sandringham and have 
a better, more open pub, a nice friendly local pub/
restaurant on Sandy Park, make the Sandringham 
into a restaurant / family pub with flats above

P u b
A new bar allowing 

entrepreneurial yo
ung 

development ie
 microbrewery, 

good pubs, wish there was another 

pub! Nicer pubs: fo
od, drink, fa

mily 

frie
ndly, a

 new pub would be good! 

C a f e  a n d  p u b l i c 

t o i l e t s  a t  A r n o s 

P a r k
Really needs a public toilet and a cafe, 

toilets and cafe at Arnos Park, coffee and 

cake wagon, a little toilet would be amazing 

too!!, it would be really good/necessary to 

have a toilet and a cafe by the playground!! 

Please!! A public toilet in park!!

What  Could Make Brisl ington MORE Special?

A  f a i r  i n  A r n o s 

C o u r t  Summer fair 

with food, ice cream, 

arts, drinks3
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1
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C a f e s
new cafe needed please! a nice coffee shop would be nice, more cafes, a nice cafe on Brislington Sq

Changes to junction at 

Church Hill and Bath 

Road (A4) - difficult 

to get out at times, 

unable to turn right

Callington Road 

traffic speed, should 

be 20mph limit?

Z e b r a  c r o s s i n
g 

a t  H
o l y m e a d 

S c h o o l

N e w  c y c l e  p a t h 
a l o n g  o l d  t r a m w a y

Extend the Whitchurch cycle path to 

Sainsbury’s behind Dunelm, open as 

a cycle way and pedestrian route with 

lots of entry points to encourage local 

shopping and allow cycle commuting 

away from Bath Rd

C h i l d  s t r e e t 
p l a y,  r o a d 
c l o s u r e

C o m m u n i t y 

e v e n t s  i n 
V i c t o r y  P a r k

C o m m u n i t y 
p u r c h a s e  o f  o l d 

t r a m w a yf o r  n a t u r e 
r e s e r v e / s i m i l a r

Residents’ parking 

encourage 

respectful parking

B e t t e r c y c l e  l a n e s
to encourage children 

and stop school drop off

Bus services to 

Bedm
inster / 

Southville.  

Im
proved bus 

service no.36

A direct bus service 

to Tem
ple Meads.
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B a b y / To d d l e r 

A c t i v i t i e s space for 

baby/toddler groups, more 

entertainment for young ones

A r t s  C e n t r e

A community space for 

arts, arts centre for live 

music and exhibitions

L o c a l 

p o l i c e 

s t a t i o n1

We received a lots of ideas for making Brislington a better place.  These ranged from important improvements to the existing 
parks and green spaces, a better range of local shops and pubs, to more arts and community spaces.


